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Chronology of Dan Ar Braz

1949 - Born in Quimper (French Brittany).

1972 - After playing in dance-bands, and later for Jacques Higelin,
guitarist Dan Ar Braz (whose name was then spelled Dan Ar
Bras) joins Alan Stivell’s group with whom he'll tour for five years.

1976 - Dan leaves Stivell to join Fairport Convention, the legendary
English folk group which will later make the cover of Melody
Maker.

1977 - Homesick for Brittany, Dan comes home and releases an
instrumental album, “Douar Nevez”.

1978 - Dan’s new album “Allez dire a la ville”, sung in French, strikes the
Breton microcosm like a thunderbolt. That same year, he
spearheads a collective album to help raise funds for the Amoco
Cadiz oil spill victims and their families. He also features on a
Malicorne album.

1979 - His new instrumental album “The Earth’s Lament” is a true
electric symphony: Dan even manages to make his guitar sound
like bagpipes at times.

1980-1990 - The somewhat indifferent reception Breton music gets in
France sends Dan touring abroad, especially in the US and
Great-Britain. During these struggling years, he records an
album for Keltia (an indie Breton label): “Acoustic” (1985).

1991-1994 - Convinced nonetheless that Celtic music does have a
future, Dan perseveres and records 3 more albums: "Les

lles de la Mémoire" (1991), "Dan Ar Braz sings Xavier Grall"
(1992), and "Themes For The Green Lands" (1994). At the
1993 Festival de Cornouailles in Quimper, he performs with
70 musicians, thus forming the group L'Héritage des Celtes
(Celtic Heritage). A year later in Rennes, Dan and his group
are so successful that they are signed on by Columbia/Sony.
Recorded in April, “Dan Ar Braz: L'Héritage des Celtes” is
mixed in May/June at the mythical Dublin Windmill Lane
studio where U2 and Sinead O’Connor also work.

1995 - The CD reaches a wide audience, far beyond the
geographical limits of Brittany, and leads to a long tour,
culminating in a blaze of glory at the Zénith in Paris.

1996 - Recorded in Rennes, the “Live on Tour” album - another smashing
success - is awarded a Victoire de la Musique (raditional Music Category).

1997 - New studio album, “Finisterres” with the Celtic Heritage group.
Another tour with a grand sold-out finale at the Zénith, and
another Victoire de la Musique.

1998 - Double live CD and live video recorded at the Zénith.

1999 - French Tour - Dan takes part in “Bretagnes”, together with Alan
Stivell, Tri Yann, Gilles Servat and Armens. The venue of this
mammoth St.Patrick's Day concert is Bercy. A live CD “Bretagnes”
follows shortly afterwards.

2000 - Concerts in Brittany (at the Lorient Interceltic Festival)
New album recorded in Dublin.

2001 - Releases a solo album, “La Mémoire Des Volets Blanc”.

2002 - New album, “Made in Breizh” featuring selections from “Héritage
Des Celtes”, “Finisterres” and “La Mémoire Des Volets Blancs”




